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The past 31st season offered a wide variety of repertoire that was satisfying for 

audience and Chorus alike

We avoided a fall Chorus concert to give ourselves time to work on preparing one of the 

great classics for the Christmas season, Benjamin Britten’s “Ceremony of Carols”, in which we 

were joined by harpist Mathieu Dupont.  The work took up the first half of the program and was 

complemented by a variety of lighter material in the second half. Audience members commented 

on the variety, and obviously enjoyed it.

In the spring we offered a “Young At Heart” program, based on music by, for and about 

children. We were joined by members of Vivo Children’s Choir from New Westminster, and gave 

special focus to excerpts from the “Butterfly Songs” by Jeanie Brindley-Barnett, based on 

poems written by children in Terezein concentration camp. The other challenge in the program 

was the Rutter “Five Childhood Lyrics”. 

Our Richmond Sings! was held on Music Monday, May 3, in conjunction with choirs all over

the country, and we welcomed groups from school, church and community, raising funds to 

support Nova Transition House.

We marked the 150th anniversary of Confederation with an all-Canadian concert in June, 

selecting chorus repertoire from the folk-music genre in the first half, and from more 

contemporary writers in the second half. I am particularly grateful to Toby Aldren, whose 

arrangment of Joni Mitchell’s “Chelsea Morning” was much enjoyed by the Chorus.  The concert 

ended with a heartfelt rendition of “This is My Home” by all the musicians.

 As always, my thanks go to all the hardworking and committed members of the Chorus 

who give so freely of their time in rehearsals, home practice and sectionals, and in concerts and 

singouts.  I cannot express how much I appreciate the steady backup of our accompanist Toby 

Aldren, who has the mind-reading gift of the best of accompanists!  My thanks to the members 

of the Board for their constant support, and especially to our President, Cathy Bayley – it is a 

joy to work with you all.

Respectfully submitted
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